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rBf^abs Engineer'BS^ Spy Quiililar 


By NORMA ABRAMS 

A Hungarian-born engineer, ex-goveitiment employe 

and former associate of confessed spy Harry Gold in a Long 

island City, Queens, engineering firm, was arrested in mid- 

jtown by FBI agents about noon yesterday. 

The prisoner, Osemr J. Vago, 62, t — 

>f 66-07 99th St, Rego Park, ‘ 
iueens,was arraigBcd before U.S, 
o ni m issioner : 

)dward McDon- 


ald on a charge 
if perjury in 
Connection ’with 
•t federal grand 
lury investiga- 
tion of espion- 
age, Vago was 
leW in 1 50,000 
)ail for a hear- 
ng Monday, 

The FBI dis- 


\ 

Closed that Vago ' 
as picked up 
In front of 18 E, 



Occar J* 

0th St. after a secret indictment 
ad been returned earlier in the 
ay by the grand jury, Vago is 
now employed by another engi- 
fieering tirm, Carol Management 
ito., 12 E. 48th St. 

U, S. Attorney Irving H. Saypol 
aid Vago, naturalised in 1939, was 
t one time a partner of Abraham 
rothman and Miriam Moskowita 
n the A. £ rothman Associates 
hemical engineering firm at 29-28 
1st Ave., l^ng Island City, while 
old was associated with the firm. 
Brothman and Miss Moskowitx 
awaiting trial on charges of 


conspiracy to obstruct Justice dur- 
ing the espionage Investigation. 

Saypol charged Vago lied when 
he appeared before the g^rand jury 
last SepU 20 and testified that he 
had been,,out of the country from 


1929 through 1933, whereas, Saypol 
asserted, he had only been out two 
months in 1933, Saypol added that 
this discrepancy in time 
^material to our investigation.” 

The jury has been probing i ie 
connections of other U. S. citizens 

with Gold, who confessed forward- 
ing atom ^rab secrets to Dr. Klaus 
Fuchs, British physicist. Fuchs, 
now serving a 14-year prison term 
in England, 'admitted aupj>1>ing 
Russia with atomic data. 
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TB1 Seizes 1 

Gold Friend 
As Perjurer] 

FBI agents yesterday ancsted 
a Hungarian-bom structural en- 
gineer acquaintance of confessed 
Russian atom spy Harry Gold, 
on the street outside his midtown 
office, after he was indicted lor 
perjury by the Federal grand ; 
jury Investigating espionage ac-j 
livities. | 

Oscar John V^ago, 52, of C(i-07 ^ 
!l9ih St., Rego Park. Queens, was j 
describ^ by U. S. Attorney Say-i 
pol as a partner of Abraham j 
Bro thman, - ] 

Queens engi- 
necr, at the 

time Gold was | 

an employe of 

the firm. Broth- 

man. and an- 

other member 

of the lirim, i 

Miss Miriam Ij 
Moskow'itz. are 
free in $25,000 

ball each await- ^Ok «■ 
ing trial on 

charges of con- j 

splracy to ob- Oscar John Vago I 
fi t ru c t justice j 

during a grand jury investigation > 
of espionage. ‘ 

Arrested In front of 18 E. 48th | 
St., a few doors away from his « 
place of employment with the j 
Carol Management Corp., at 12 j 
E. 48th St-, Vago was taken be - 1 
lore U. S. Commissioner McDon- J 
aid, who held him in $50,000 bail i 
tor hearing Oct: 5. ? 

Sa ypol said Vago's arrest on 
perjury- charges resulted from 
his story to the grand jury last 
Sept. 20 that he returned to his j 
native Hungary in 1929 and re- » 
entered (he U. In January, I 
However, the grand Jury | 
charges (hat Vago lived t'ontinu- 1 
ously in this country from his • 
cirhaiiuc 4n 1025 until Doc. 1, ! 
1032, hence the perjuiMki_clis£g^ ^ 
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SJfriase WifneiH ! 
{Held as Perjurer '] 


FBI AgenU yesterday arrested J 
Oscar John Vapo. 52. a structural / 
engineer, whom they described as “ 
an acquaintance of Harry Gold, i 
Philadelphia chemist and self- : 
described atom spy for Russia. 

Vago. who lives at C6-07 99th 
St., Rego Park. Queens, ar-t 
rested a few hours after he had: 
been indicted on a perjury charge ^ 
in connection with a grand Jut^I 
investigation of espionage. He wiOc 
plead to the indictment Monday., 

U. S. Attorney Saj-pol said Vago.j 
a native of Hungary but a natural 
ized American, fonnerly was a l 
partner of Abraham BrothmanJ 
Queens engineer awaiting tnal on! 
charges of conspiracy to obstruct 
Justice In the spy inquiry. 

The perjury charge grew out of 
\ Vago s testimony before the grand 
jur^’ about a visit he made to 
Hungary. He said he was not ac-’ 
tompanied by his wife. Claire, bull 

i Saypol said ^^he truth is that hJi 
wife went with him.” The sid! 
nihcance of this testimony a'al \ 
not explained by SajjDol. ^ I 
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HOLD EMGIH^ . 
AS NEW LINK IN 
ESPIONAGE PLOT 

Oscar John Vago, Hungarian* 
born engineer, was under ar- 
rest in $50,000 bail in Manhat- 
tan today, under indictment on 
perjury charges in the Federal 
espionage investigation growing 
out of the confession of Dr. 

Klaus Fuchs, British physicist, 
that he had turned over to Rus- 
sia atom bomb sect els he ob- 
tained in the United States. 

Klaus is DOW serving a 34- 
ycar prison term in England, 
and awaiting sentence in this 
country after confessing topass- 
ing secret information on to 
Klaus is Harry Gold, Philadel- 
phia biochemist. United States 
Attorney Irving H. Saypol in 
Manhattan disclosed that Vago, 
then a partner in A. Brolhman 
As.sociates, chemical engineering 
firm of 29-2S -list Ave., Long Is- 
land City, had employed Gold. 
Vago’s associates' in that firm, 
Abraham Broth man and Miss 
Miriam Moskowitz. are under 
Indictment on charges of con- 
spiring to obstruct justice dur- 
ing an investigation of gubver* 
sive activities. 

Xaluralized in lOoO 

Vago, a naturalized American 
since 1939, was an employe of 
the Carol Management Corpora- 
tion, 12 E. 48th St.. Manhattan, 
when he was arrested by FBI 
men yesterday. He was held in 
$50,000 ball, which he could not 
furnish, by United States Com- 
missioner' Edward W. McDon- 
ald. 

Mr. Saypol said that Vago, 
questioned by a Federal grand 
jury, swore that he came to this 
country Jan. 12. 3925, returned 
to his homeland four years later 
and i*eturned to the United 
States in January, 3933— where- 
as the fact was that he lived - 
here continuously from 1925 
until Dec. 3, 1932. Vago Is also 
said to have told the grand 
jurors that when he left Hun- 
gary in 1925 he left his wife 
behind an dshe Joined him lat- 
er. but the fact was that she 
accomp^iod him. ^ 

Mr. declined to ^plaln 

!(he ^nificance of thfit dU- 
icrciwncies. ■ 
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A-SpfGoW's 
Ex-Boss Held 

I 

As Perjurer 

Oscar John Vago» a lormer 
, employer and acquaintance of ad* 
|mUted atom spy Harry Gold, was 
jheld in $50,000 ball today on a 
.charge he had perjured himself 
^before a Federal grand Jury iiv . 
‘vestigating espionage. 

U. S. Atty. Saypol charged that 
Vago, a 52*year-old Hungarian- 
born engineer, ol 66^7 99th St. 
Rego Park, L. I., had lied when 
•he told the grand jury last Sept 
20 that he had b^n out ol tht 
country between 1929 and 1933. 

Actually, Saypol said, Vago had 
been away only two months in 
1933 and. contrary to his testi- . 
mony. had been accompanied by 
his wile. 

Vago, according to Saypol, wai 
formerly a partner of Abraham * 
Brothman in a Long Island City 
chemical engineering firm when 
Gold worked there. 

Brothman and a business asso- 
ciate. Miriam Moskowit 2 . ot 151 
Eighth Av., are under Indictment 
on charges of conspiring to ob- 
struct justice dv vdng a ft^ and Jury 
investigation of espionage. 
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AMR SUSPECT 
IS HE LD IH SPY CASE 

Foretgn-Born Engineer. 52. 
Is Indicted Here by U. S. 
Jury on Perjury Charge 


ARRESTED BY ■£ R - 1 

^ ^ K-i ■ -J 


The Federal frand Jury's con- 
tinulni;^ atom spy inveatigatlon 
resulted yesterday in the indict- 
ment and arrest of a 52-year-old 
foreign-born structural engineer on 
a charge of perjury. 

‘ Arrested by -Federal Bureau of 
Investigation agents at 1:45 P. M. 
in front of 18 East Forty-eight 
Street, Oscar John Vago of 66-07 
Ninety-ninth Street, Rego Park, 
Queens, was held later in (50,000 
ball by United States Commis- 
sioner Edward W. McDonald. 

Vago, according to United States 
Attorney Irving H. Saypol, was 
formerly a partner of Abraham 
Brothman in a chemical engineer- 
ing company in Long Island City 
at the time when Harry Gold, con- 
fessed Russian atom spy» worked 
there. 

Brothman, 32, of 41-08 Forty- 
second Street, Sunnyside, Queens, 
and another business associate, 
Miriam Moskowitz, 34, of 151 
Eighth Avenue, are awaiting trial 
on charges of conspiracy to ob- 
stri^ct justice during a grand jury 
investigation of espionage. They 
are alleged to have Influenced the 
testimony of Gold before the 
panel. 

Came from Hungary la 1925 

Bom in Budapest, Hungary, 
Vago came to this country in 1025 
and Was naturalized in 1930. His 
wife, Claire, whom he married 
here, also came from Budapest. 
They have two children, 

A civil engineer. Vago wa* grad- 
uated from the Royal Hungarian 
Technical University in Budapest. 
He took engineering courses at 
Pratt Institute, Brooklyn, and 
worked for several local companies 
as a structural engineer. 

He was employed for several 
months in 1938-39 as an engineer 
in the Federal Public Housing Ad- 
j ministration and from November, 
1939, to May. 1041, worked as a 
Istiuctural engineer designing 

concrete atructurea for* 



Oscar John Vago 


the Quartermaster Corps of the 
War Department 

Last Wednesday Vago was ques- 
tioned before the grand jury by 
Thomas J. Donegan, special assist- 
ant to the Attorney General. Ihe 
defendant told the panel he went 
back to Budapest in 1929 to visit 
his family and returned here in 
1933. He added that when he left 
his wife did not accompany him 
but joined him there later. 

Says Wife Accompanied Him 

The grand jury charged, how- 
ever, that Vago lived continuously 
in this country from 1925 to Dec. 
1, 1932. At that time, they said, 
he did go to Hungary for two! 
months and Mrs. Vago went too. 

Mr, Saypol refused to reveal the 
purpose of Vago's visit to Europe 
and whether it had anything to doj 
with espionage. Also, no explana-l 
lion was given as to what Vago! 
might possibly be trying to con- 
ceal by telling the panel he was 
out of the country four years 
when he was actually here. 

At his arrest Vago was em- 
ployed by the Carol Management 
Corporation, 12 East Forty-eighth 
StreeL If convicted he faces a 


five-y ar prison sentenc 
000 line. 
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Ffiend of Ijoid 
Held in ^50,000 
In Spy Inquiry 

Man Who Once Employed 
Rnssiad Espionage Agenl 
If Arrested for Perjury 

Oscar John Vago» Hungarian- 
bom atructuial engineer described 
as an acquaintance and former 
employer of confessed atom spy 
Harry Gold, was held yesterday in 
$50,000 bail after ha was Indicted 
for perjury in connection with a 
‘Federal grand jury investigation 
'of espionage. 

Vago. fifty-two, of 66-07 Ninety- 
ninth Street, Rego Park, Queens, 
was an associate structural engi- 
neer with the Federal Public Hous- 
ing Administration from 1938 to 
1939. Prom November, 1939, to 
May, 1941, he designed reinforced 
concrete structures for the Quar- 
termaster Corps of the War De- 
• partment. 

Was BroChman Associate 

He was formerly a partner of 
Abraham Brothman. in A, Broth- 
man Associates, a Long Island 
City, Queens, chemical engineer- 
ing firm. Brothman and Miss 
Miriam Moskowitz are already 
•under indictment on charges of 
conspiring to obstruct Justice dur- 
ing a grand jury investigation of 
subversive activities. When Vago 
was Brothman*s partner. Gold, a 
Philadelphia bio-chemist, was an 
employee of the company, accord- 
j ing to United States Attorney 
'Irving H. Saypol. Gold Is awaiting 
sentence on his t^missio^ to being 
a spy for Russia.' 


! Vago, who came to tfru count ry 
frdih liongary on Jam 12, 1^5, 
told the grand jury that ht re- 
ftumed to his homeland in 1929 
and re-entered the United States 
in January, 1933. The grand juiy 
charged, however, that he lived 
continuously in this country from 
*1925 until Dec. 1. 1932. 

Mr. Saypol refused to comment 
on the significance of the dates. 
The prosecutor said that Vago also 
told the panel that when he left 
for Hungary in 1929 he was not 
accompanied by his wife, Claire, 
but that she joined him later. HLs 
wife did accompany him when he^ 
I left, Mr. Saypol said. 

; Trip to Hungary Not Explained 
' The prosecutor refused to reveal 
what purpose. If any, Vago’s visit 
to Hungary was designed to ac- 
complish or whether the trip had 
iany thing to do with espionage. 
Vago , a naturalized American 
since 1939, Is a graduate civil en- 
gineer of the Royal Hungarian 
Technical University of Budapest. 
Mr. Sayuol said that Vago was 
employed by the Carol Manage- 
ment Corp., of 12 East Forty- 
eighth Street. 

He was arrested by Federal Bur- 
eau of Investigation agents at 1:45 
f m. yesterday in front of 18 EsAt 
irortlcth Street and was held in 
SO.OOO bail by United States Com- 
'mlssioner Edward W, McDonala 
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FBI AffBsts 
Engineer for 
Atom Spy Quiz 

Headed Firm Where 

Gold Was Employed 

- \ 

A 52-ye&r*oldl Qu«enf man is 
the latest stispcct picked up in the 
''Widening atom spy ring investiga* 
^iions. 

Oscar John Vago of €6*07 09th 
St.. Repo Park, was arrested ycster. 
liay by FBI agents after a fed- 
'.Iral grand jury had handed up a 
^perjury indictment against him. 

• Vago. a foreign^born structural 
engineer, was held later in 050.000 
Jail by United States Commissioner 
\'dward W. McDonald. 

US. Attorney Irving H. Saypol 
Ibid Vapo formerly was a partner 
Of Abraham Brothman in a chem- 
ical enpineering company in Long 
island City when Harry Oold» ad- 
'muted Russian atom spy, worked 
there. 

Brothman and an associate are 
awaiting trial on charges of con- 
spiracy to obstruct justice during 
the grand jury spy investigation. 

Vago was employed by the Carol 
Management Corp., 12 E. 48th St 
If convicted, he faces a five-year 
prison term of'a’^iu.uOO fine. 
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A-Spy's Ex-Boss t 
pets Trial Nov. 13 

9 Nov. 13 has been set for ke 
trial of Oscar John Vago» 52. for- 
mer employer of Harry Gold, the 
confes'^ed atom spy, on a charge 
of perjury before a Federal Gnmd 
Jury investigating espionage. 

Mr. Vago, Hungarian-born 
styuctural engineer of 66-07 00th 
Sf. Eego Paric. Queens, plea^d 
Irpiocent yesetrday before Federal 
Jftdge William Bondy. He li »- 
lifg held in $50,000 ball. • 
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Harry T^old^s Associate 
Enters ‘Not Guilty’ Plea 

Oscar John Vago» fifty-two, 
Hungarian-bom structural engi- 
neer described as an acQuaintance 


phla blo-<*einlst, was an em- 

*Sf according 

Attorney Irving 


H. Saypo], Gold Is awaiting sen 




and former employer of Harry j 
Gold, confessed atom spy, pleaded I 
not guilty yesterday before Fed-? 
eral Judge William Bondy to a^ 
charge of perjury before a Fed- 


eral Grand Jury investigating es- 
pionage. \ 

He is being held in $50,000 ball. 

; The court set Kov. 13 Ion trial on ' 
the recommendation of Assistant. 

United States Attorney Roy M. 

; Cohn. Vago gave his home address 
las 66-07 Ninety-ninth Street, Rego 
'Park, Queens.. 

Vago was formerly a partner 
of Abraham Brothman, in A. 
Brothman Associates, a Long 
Island City, Queens, chemical en- 
gineering firm. Brothman and Miss 
Miriam Moskowitz are awaiting 
trial on charges of conspiring to 
obstruct justice during the grand 
jury investigation of subversive ac- 
tiwties-— ^hen Vago 
maffs partner. Gold a PhUadel- 
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Perjury Trial Date Off; 

Setting of a dale for the perjui-y'i, 
tri^ of Oscar John Va^o, 52»AOl j 
CG-T? 9Gth St.» Repco Park, 
wal adjourned until today in 
er*4 Court yesterday. Vago, .. 
scilbcd by the Government as Vij 
former employer of Hany Gold,! 
confessed atom spy, lied to a fed-, 
eral grand jury, it is charged. j 
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Spy Suspects' | 
6ses Delayed 

Action in a number of cases in- 
volving espionage was postponed 
yesterday in Federal Court until 
tomoiTow because U. S. Attorney 

IiTing ir. Sayp^l was in Washing- 
ton in connection with the Supreme 
Court appeal of 11 convicted Com- 
munist leaders. 

Cases postponed were the trial ■ 
of Julius Rosenberg and his wife, 
Kthel; the sentencing of Mrs. 
Rosenberg’s brother, David Green- 
glass; and pleading by Morton 
Sol>cH. ^ 

A trial date will be fixed also 
tomorrow for O scar J oh n Vago ^l 
former employer of Hari^nCoW, 
ronfossed atom spy. Vago ps 
charged with j^rjuring himsilf 
to fore a ^and jury investigating 
(void’s espionage. i 
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j Trial for Gold's ( • 
I Ex-Doss Put Off ! 

^The perjury Uial of Oscar John j 
yAgOf 52 , Hun^arian-bom former < 

employer of atom spy Harry Gold^ 
was postponed indefinitely by Fed* 
eral Jud^e Henry W. Goddard yca-. 
terday. Va^ro was indicted becausa 
af discrepancies in testimony be* 
lore a federal grand jury. Vagoi 
<riginally held in $40,000 bail, wai 
r. 'leased last Saturday on $5I00( 

> llond. 
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MAN IN SPY CAP ! 
PAROLED IN BYIHS 
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Assails ’ Government's 


Delay in Prosecuting Vago, 


Partner of Brothman 


. Criticlzm^ the Government for 
not having: prosecuted promptJy. 
Federal Judge Sylvester Ryan 
placed Oscar John Vago. 54 -year- 
old, Hungai::ian-bom atnictural en- 
gineer, on three years* probation 
yesterday for committing perjury 
in 1950 before a Federal grand 
Jury investigating a Russian atom 
spy ring. A sentence of three years 
in prison was suspended. 

The jurist said the case '^should 
have been promptly prosecuted by 
the Government, and not eighteen 
or twenty months afterward.” 
Vago was found guilty by Judge 
T^yan after a brief trial without 
a jury. 

On Sept. 20, 1950, the defendant, 
a natui'alized citizen who came 
here in 1025, told the grand jur)* 
he went back to Budapest in 1929 
to visit his family and returned 
here in 1933. A week later he re- 
turned before the panel, recanted, 
his previous testimony and said he* 
had lived continuously in this* 
country from 1925 to 1932. when 
he left to spend two months in 
Hungary. The next day the grand 
Jury indicted him for committing 
perjury in the first instance. 

Vago, who lives at 66-07 Ninety-* 
ninth Street, Rego Parle Queens, 
was a onC“time partner lof Abra-‘ 
ham Brothman in a Lotg Island 
(lity chemical engineermg com-. 
I iny which employed, at ^at Ume» 
I arry Gold, confessed atom spy. 
I rothman was convicted in 1950 
<k conspiracy to impede the grand' 
jury's investigation and is serving; 
a seven-year sentence. 
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Defense counsel Miid Vafo nao 
mo intjTnt to obstruct the grand 
'jury investigation^ but that hi*; 
only Motive in lying was to pro-* 
tect ms citieenship* which was 
granlcH in 1939. Vago had over- 
stayed a student’s visa, • \ 
t Judge Ryan held that \he de- 
fendant had deliberately bed to 
the grand jury and the ^otive 
was not a mitigating force. The 
juiHst said that a witness could ‘ 
•not choose the time to recant 
in an effort to expunge tha per-' 

Robert Martin. Assistant unit- 
ed States Attorney, told the court 
that the Government had Inf or- 1 
maUon that Vago "has been an 
active member of the Communist, 

: party, has expressed a distaste > 
jfor our form of Govcnimcnt andj 
liked the Communist form .of 
government.'* 

Mr. Martin also said that Vago 
"has relatives who arc members’ 
of the Hungarian Communist- 
party, and we believe that wme 
fof those relatives are officials 
jof the present Hungarian Gov- 
ernment-" 

( After imposing sentence, Judge 
'Ryan said: 

''You came here as in immigrant 
and you got all the privileges of 
United States citizenship, but I 
1 doubt that you met all the obli- 
gations that go with those prlv- 
ilges. If you hope to continue., you 
should begin to fulfill those obli- 
. gations. 

•‘There Is no doubt you would 
not enjoy living in a country 
dominated bv communism. But. 
if fou don't like our way of 
life! here. I think you could be 
* easily accomodated if you wisli to 
be »nt back to Hungary or ik me 
. oth^ country dominated by Coti- 
muntst rule.** 
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Atom Spy Witness \ 
Guilty of Perjury 

Oxar J. Vago. 54. a Hungarian - 
bornl structural engineer, was 
found guilty of perjury today in 
connection with a grand jury 
atom spy Investigation. Federal 
Judge Sylvester J, Ryan, lament*' 
ing the fact that Vago had not* 
been tried months ago, suspended 
a three*year prison sentence and 
put him on probation for 3 years, 
Vago. who came to this country 
in 1925. told a grand Jury on Sept, 
20, 1950, that he returned to his 
native Budapest in 1929 and dJd^ 
not come back here until 1933, 
week later he corrected his test 
mony and said he had been In tl 
Vfnlted Statea continuously sin< 

1 125 except for a two*inonth 
ty Hungary in 1932. , 

Vago, who lives at 66-07 99th 
Rego Park, was once a partner 
of Abraham Brothman, chemical' 
engineer, who employed Harry 
Gold, confessed atom tpy. 
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Gold Associate Convicted,' 
Of Perjury, but Is Fre|d 

Oscar John Vago. a Hungarbn 
byf birth and a former associfte 
,of« Harry Gold, confesesd atom 
spy. was found guilty of perjury 
yesterday by Judge Sylvester J. 
Ryan in United States District 
Coinrt. having chosen to be tried 
without a jury. In 1950. in testi- 
mony before a Federal grand jury 
which he corrected within a week. 
Vago said that he had been con- 
tinuously in the United States 
from 1925 to 1932. 

Judge Ryan, after Assistant 
United States Attorney Robert 
Martin acknowledged that Vago 
had not impeded the investigation 
in which he testified, suspended a 
sentence of three years and put 
him on probation for that period. 
Mr. Martin said the defendant had 
been an active Communist and 
had announced his preference for 
that form of government. 

"‘You came here as an imml* 
grant,** said Judge Ryan to Vaio. 
and you got all the privileges )f 
citEcnshlp, but I doubt that yi u 
mci all the obligations that 0 
wlm those privileges. If you ho^ 
to f continue, you should begin to 
fulfill those obligations.** 
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On Pfobation: 

Vago's Perjury • 
Sentenced Eased 

By HOWARD RUSHMORE 
Oscar J. Vaeo. 53. of 66-07 B9th 
at.. Rego Park. Queens, was sent- 
enced by Federal Judge Ryan to- 
day to two years in prison on a, 
perjury convicUoh. i 

Kyan suspended the sentence } 
and placed the Hungarian- bom i 
enctneer on probation for threo 1 
years. 

The Government called Vago anr 
active member of the Communlstj 
Party and said he was disloyal t4>[ 
the United States. \ 

Asst- U. S. Attorney Robert^ 
Martin told the court the Govern- 
ment recommended a sentence of 
a year and a day. | 

EMPLOYED A-SPY GOLd. 

Vago wa 5 arrested in 1830 in 
connection with the case of Abra* 
ham Brothman» another engineer 
who was tried and convicted on 
charges of conspiring to obstruct 
justice during a grand Jury probo 
of A-bomb espionage. 


T'norrx tot ment. 

jOU i?NAl AMERICA/^ _ 


Vago was a partner of Broth* 
man and the two owned a 
chemical engineering company 
in Long Island Cityd Harry 
Golda top Soviet spy courier 
ow serving a 30-ycar scntenca 
or espionage, was employci 
here. I 

Vago was indicted by the grain ^ 
ry for tc.stimony concerning V* 
trip to Hungary in 1929. At varU 
ous times he was employed by 
'the Federal Public Housing Ad- 
ministration and the Quarter- 
master Corps of the War Depart-j 
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The rttftched mp.teripl Indicating menbership In the 
CoBBToniit Party vre. obtained by Special ^ente a, Robert Svrjison, 
Stenhen Kc&arr and the writer from a reliable and confidential 
«o\ffce haring accesa to the headquarters of the FEW YORK COUFTT 
COHiITTEB.ld? Ponrth Avenue, Few York City, on October 26, 1943. 


Tot the numoae of clarification, it is pointed out 
that in the event letters such as ''Ji", "Q", etc. ar'»iear on the ' 
transfer card, reference is had to the county to which the member 
is transferred — l.e. designates the Party setup for Kanhattan 
County, whereas "Q* refers to Queens. 


\.i *S. -V 


is further noted the transfer of the comrAde was 
iDrobahly effected by reason of the dlesoluelon of the Industrial 
fors of Communist Party sections* 

— - ' • ^ ^ ^ w ^ 

♦ p ^ ^ 

In reporting this information, a *T* symbol should be 

used. 

- J2E0I-2 M. OARLaKD 

Special Agent 
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raterriav log' on 9/26/50 rot Oscar John Vago* 
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)hot08 of Claire Vago taken in 1925* 
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Ono photo of Oscar John Vago taken in 1932*- 

ken In 




0ne“ photo of^^carTohiTTago taken In 193 




Fhotoatatie copy of Itr* fron Oscar John Vago to Harry Gold* 
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3/28/62 IWo photos of Oscar John Vago* See ser*. 371 
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SPECIAL INDUSTRIAL TRANSFER 'No. 


'A .V, 


ttentlon: Branch Membership Directors • 


/* 

Upon receipt of this transfer, please sign and 
return to the State Office through regular sec- 
tion membership channels. 


* ‘ p>-i , 


Date 




Name\ Osc.fjR Vjfg-O Book # .fliff' 

Address LC>"0*1 ^ N ^V 

Coming from: Branch Industrial )/ 

Going to: Branch ^4^- 


Industrial 


which 


meets Tuesd^ evenings at ^ oeorpj > .V. 


Section 


Address of Branch Headquarters 
6 ^ H - ly. County Cjt U C C S 


This comrade has reported and has been placed' on 
the rolls of the above branch on /eZ/^vs 

Date 'Reported 

Signature of Branch Membership Director B6 
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Location of Bulky exhibit 
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IN CABINET ICTH FILE 
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Ultimate disposition to bo made of exhibit ^ 

ESTIKATED BATE OF UISPOSITIOH TO BE DECIDED AT CONCLUSION OF CASE 
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List of contents: 
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fiubfflitted by Special Agent. 


RJl. KAIG 


Source from vhieh o' 


Address 


' - ^ '^4 


Purpose for which acquired. 
Location of bulky exhibit 


INVESTIGATION ' ~ 

IN aSINET iTITH FIIE 




Ultimate disposition to be made of exhibit RETAIN •""' 

ESTIVATED DATE OF XttSPOSITION TO EE .DECIDED AT CONCLUSION OF CASE 


List of contents: 
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*^y. Photostatle copy of letter from Oscar John Vago-to Harry Cold. 
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1 ^.- . - • . ...» - 

^' ■ .'t - ^ . ' 




-- ‘ ^ '--v";-- 1 ? ' ^ , ... ' s.^c .-- 

'.C* ' A T ' . i: - , * '■*. 

-“Z ^ I 'r 0 .. .. --.. 1 " *^. "r’., J - . ■ f t 

-\ "'f :.: V • ' ■ ; ; 

-Jv ■ ’ .• V" '‘-/x ^ .V- .>- -- -fv-.<^- .-* ■ .’ •’ 

...v '. •' 'r ' ' ** ^ - .r , V ’f » , 




- ... ^;-■*-*^-^.■V^'; . 


-x. ' ■' 'jr^ 


x’V'- ■- 

-X - ^!4 •r.'- “ <sjr= 


^ .r - . V. 


^ «.e^ ^ 




*=■. B. l. .^^1 


s 




w*.* *. ■>.' y 


t- r:cv C3i35o .:/C .i 

N Y, a:f y 


ROUTED TO 









■r *> 

r . 4 ■ 






^ ■ •’if ' 




-J -t-W -- T ' ** » v^i 


. VJ»» rT% - • ■ 


m9 - ■* Wr- 

» ♦ «. 'V” ^ 

- ^ 7 




^m'7*^* 










" J, 


>^' ■ 

<< I .S^"* ' 

••■r » 

;>‘,V 'fc:-^’ -.r 



'., *i '* ■ — jh* ■• '^ 1* ^ r 

^ - i T r . '* .^' 

*4 --'*.» «*►» • •’* ' 

A. % ^' . 

L>!<r ^’1-7'Tfr* ^ - — 


r''*- - 

> 4 b -I- . . . . 

," '7 . T--. 

BUUnr 8XHIBIT* '■ ‘ 
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^ - ,v 


OSCAR JOHN VAOJa Wag ^ ‘ ^ . ^ ^ . . 
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Sulnitted By Special Agent. 


JOHH H. WACKER 


Source from ehlch obtained 
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Purpose for which acquired. 

> • ^ ■ '■ '» 

Location of bulky exhibit 


INVESTIGATTOH 


IN CABINET WITH HIE 
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Vltlsate disposition to be Dade of exhibit ' HETAIN 


ESnUATED DATE OF ttS^OSITION TO BE DECIDED AT OONCLUSIDK OF CASE 
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List of contents: 
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Original signed statement of Ehmia Jahoda. 
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The indices have been searched cm 
'this file fer references on the subject's 
name and aliases with negative results* 
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..y -' 
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w V ^ “ r- 
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lirbrral Bureau of Inurattsation _ 

. - if .jf 

tSufteb §tatee Brpartment of 3vMtt» 

.. . BIST YORK, BEtT YORK . 
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V^ORABDintt 


/rv^ 
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' ’ "i? ' 


- ,o:^.aF r. v ?? : . .;rr 


. ^.p . , 1^. V.^ j, , 




was ^ 

County, 


REt €s^i^ : : 

CEOUBIiy liATIES - C ^ f f 

Tl»* above individual, whose address is Vut^LO 


SECURITY iiATlER - C 




evidanced by follov/ing aourcafio 


Club, Communi£t#Sr ty. Queans 


(1) ji list of Coiamunist Por^ functionaries nade available to Special jLgents 
HOWARD F. LITTLE'and ROBERT H. ILATLEY through a trash cover naintained at .,. 
Queens County Coniiiunlst Pai’ty Headquarters, 46-14 Queens Bou^vard, Sunnysi^e^ 
cm March 29. 1944. TSee File 00-26603-1X205^ .Xc<Ae 


on March 29, 1944. (See File y;il 00-26603-1x206) 4^*^ 

-^CCi ^ « 1C» 9, Oc^<0t'* 

^2) X highly confidential end reliable source having access to lists of 
^CoDuaunist Party Club officials maintained at the residence of JOSBPHDiE SASSAJ^O 
41-il2 25th Avenue, Astoria, Long Island, Queens County Organisational Secretary 
of the Party. The source made tills information ay^^ble to Special Agents 
HOTTARD 17- LITTLE and THEODORE C- KIRKPATRICK on tt^3rf'22. 1944. 




In setting out t)ie abgve information in reports, the 
source should be given a temporary confidential informant symbol. 


A.v- indices reveal an existing case file on the abovs .v'.-t w 
individual, it is suggested that this memorandum be placed therein. In the , 
event no case file exists, a new ease file should be opened. > ... 




- ~ - IPHO-iaiSE, -OPEW - 



HOWARD F. LITTLE 
THEODORE C. KIRKPATRICK 
Special Agants . 





flgitrlt tutri 9rp«rtment of oiuUc 
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.AorfW \ 


r* 




■ yt' . 


.V T - ' On June 

“■ Office, Queens, M«Y< (wtiose identity sj.ould t»e Kep^coniio^tial) advised^ 

' ‘ ^ Special Ai^ent Jolin A. Hanley and the ivnter thet the' Second AD Sunnyside " ' '' 
^i> > branch at 4ol4, Queens Houievard mailed a letter to captioned indivioual. <•’ ■■ 
^ The contents of tnis letter are urutnoan. \^r\ - • - ^ 

'.. ^-'.. .c- . :■- f • . - r ■■■'’-- -■'■■-■ vlw '■'■■■ 
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Roulenrard^ Lonf lilimd City Ifen York, 'on reflected tho f ollotylnc 
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It. is .;iRu>geat€dv thet ‘.thl^* meno^bo: r.odc;a':p6rt of tho' caee file on the 
ouch ’exi8t8«>:^If "no 0080 ^ fllc^ ox'iatft it is aupfcatod that a ncT^ cofie 
bo oponod; and this .memo bo made a parl^, thereof#;^ Tho original document / 
n Mlntalned v in^ 10Q^2CC03 ^ IX 9^. ^ pj j ^ ^ Z > v ' 




*«•■< ?■ - - ^ -'■ 
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-!■ ■^-rTM^ViTifiV^'#rT^V‘!^“r^^^*" ^ >»fa ] — - - — h-^fr^ ' ^""f^ Tirf tfr^A .■ ■ ■ - *1 

i ^p -. -'^r,- ^ .'. r;- j'V* - - ■ "■ = 



maintained on 'Queen i County^C. ?• Foadfw ar ters^ 

Quo one Boulevard/ Lonff/IelandXitfyVi York. ^ 

!S^£:UX fleeted/ the.: f o I lotrl hr ^ Info nna t ion oonc cming/ESo^ subjcctji ecc out Dclof^#:^ oy^; 

■.■■:L'^-‘. '«-/i";..V'- - r At- ■■ 


^ , r; ' / « .v^'^ 

. - - * .”> T- - .k -j ^ .< - 


' > 





. ^ 




. > ^ ^ ^ ^ w>'r* •• " -A ' <1 ■< .'« ” »,<•■• 

» * -jtr'fjy —-• • ■ - g| 'fc ‘■^'1*“ ' *"' '1- • » *••''. — 

ut R(n.r. rLc/^ mrat m . r.^.^ -” '■' 

u V, ‘^4^ ’ Jfebcral Surrau df liiuc«ff 0 atioti' * 


1^'^“' ” 5* 

. ‘ < - • • 


T.--^ 








Kici’ r? 

( -} ^ 

f * 


' . , w •..- t'v ^V-^. ^’^*4 *-^i\ r 

- *?«-■’ ■ ^ v.i r' ^ ^ ^ , IL 


■’■' ■'■' '*■' ' ?'='■■■ >?-■ .r»-v.-.>. -*'. **-^_?. { y i-r. 

<*S4jj4;r5t*5 - , ■ *,. V * c.' r, ..^-T „ -c r-' . - ^ ‘v; ^'*.v ' ' 

A ^ >~v . *4 ^ ^ ^ ^ ,9^ ^ ^ ^ k # -^vm9 ^ ^ ^ * m. ^ -m - ' 

’ ^ ■ ' - " •• ' i .»■ * * •* -r- -■/ ^ ■' .' , •' •»>t^ ‘"■"t"i'»,'s*^* ■J--' : ■ •■^ - •' '“'" 'JIT. 


lUY 8 , 1947.: . ;. 


m ® « CSCAR YAGO 

'.'■Jf/^r: '"^r " ■ ^ ■*••'* i '< iM;- v .'• 

V . -- •:.. -. ., SECCUTTY I 


. r* ^ v^y- ^ ~ *c > . 


C -O ^ ^ ^ r » 


SECURITY MATTER - C 




^ ^ W Jif " ^ ^ J f* 


fc. * ’ * ’r V ^ ' ■ , ". : ': ' '. ' y ' 

. -• r , T T' - - j. .'^^ 4 , /^ ,*. .V. - -'- ' "> ■ A ' - *' V . ,y , 

^ .»’^ ^ ■• * f, ' . ■*• k ,'- , i.t * * ' ^ ^ * *’ . ■*•. ■’^ 

i ;^i'i:^.^* T " ■ ■ Informatlrtn >at out belowp Concerning the captioned matter, was furniahei' 
V :VU''8 PDWm R. EI'jBRG and FREDE:iIC!C C. BAUCKHAM .cn 4y28/47_ by Confidential 
Vji^jij.i’OxA.ant IJ3-^i who l-iad legal euatody cf eame* . .. - iir' . % ,» . ,^-.- o- - 

' ■ < " . ■- ■' ■ . - -1.;“ ■■^■- ■■•-'.•.*■■■,■ . ■ -- ' ■' ' 

'If this information is incorporated in a report, it ia" auggested that a 
'^^.l^mporary informant aymbol be uaed* The original material ia maintained aa an 
.‘ZT .i-hiblt in Now York file 100-26603 - lA 883 * . - . -,- . • . ' v 

'. .’i . '•'- •■■•’■' ■ ■ '■'■ '■ ■■' ■• . 

■ ^ . * i - ’ 

,^KiiARKSiZ'z--'vy:: "r,z--: - 

■m _ * . ,t - ~, ^ 

,The aubject waa indicated to receive a letter, requesting Mm to call 
4-8764 as soon aa possible to make aa appointment (to see Dave Roaen- 
Queens County Executive Secretary?) ST 4-8764 is the telephone 
.T::yV^ .Z of the Queena County C.P. Hiqta. •; _i. i .. , > > 

, ,V ^ ^ ’J. 9 ' I’ ' ^ " 

_ Uj_ , . . - ' * -- « f -■j.p- .- _ .j ♦'“'l-V 


~ .S T. 1 


•4 Jt 


^ . r 
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Mim!i>yJl 



■ ^.-v Zv r'I.C--i?. I 

'«- - X- ' w V ' .-t r ...V. aw • j. - r \ '^ .m? n. - ■ ' ' . ■r' ■ . -< 


F. B I. 

WAY 1 2 is^ 

N. Y. C 


ROUTED TO 


.* ...y. aw ' J. 


.1*? ... 


y-yk-- y EDWARD SCHBIDT, SAC— 

■y^VlOO- 56242 :. , i >^:. vrM- y,xf^v~:.;. ;0’:^ ... - ■. ,;,,i ...^; . . 
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^■. T 


K. i . 



^ir^ii%4 vUK^^S5°™ furnished a mimeograph'’ligt' of •cluhs'ind seotlone'of •^^•' 

county p.P,;upon whtoh,«.r. .pp,.r,d th. nm,. lUt°J-V-“ 
•??• •*'*“*' •'•• .'“OU to bo olub prooldonto. 







FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
^ u. ». oe***^''®**'' ‘usTice 
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^ ■'■ Str<>* ' • ..i- 

j MAY, f^A 1947.' 
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NEW YOi^K Ft CLP Of flCE, ' ' ’ 
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that^8i».w*8 ftraerlj •Bg)X»]r«d-bir iferta^lAHILlir,^’ • 
BAim,’ 66-88 102nd StrMt, For*9t Hill*; Un« Hl«nd» H«w Turk. Mr*. ^ ■ 

SAirn and bMbmnd ARTHUR W, BArLEr,^>sA• , 
\;^^^^v^))0tb'Bsnbor.9 vf^tb* CosuEU^st Mrs*. BAXLSX’wm, alto Troaouror. 

" local Xlub of Vthd Aneric'an Labor ’Party... 

\lfirt. RIVTRIA further ototod ' that Ift'o. BAILEX had triad on aoToral 


-It. 

i - 


ooeaaioni to rooruit her into tho Comauni at Party and that aha had rofuaed.* 
Sho^forther iadTlaed that 'lfra. BAILST vaa a anbacribor to tho "Daily Vorker*, 





)Arfl» |LIV£8XA.v*nt on to- aay.itbat'.aho-'alao Mt .two fritpdt of tho'^^ 
BHIECS^ Sto >oro.'^^ meobora of the Comnoniat Pai^. They were OSCiR .’ 'C 
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UaxTland and has bean saparatad froB bar 


pgsa aaven xaara. Sba la prasantlj aa^loyed 


om Augast 9>''1924 in Ba^jlnora^^;^^^ ^ 
husband ANTOWIO "RI7ERIA tr 
yad as a aald br DAVID 



%'^v .V -, 


Mrs.'-BAILEI aha nant to BSltinora to taka oara of bar notbar who was iU 


-a". 


in ^Baltiiaor# «h« ventito th# Baltliaore Office requesting edvioe es te^ 
^\W: ^ what disposition she should a^a of tbs oxtra sat of kayo to tha BAILET3* 

apart Bant and sba was advisad by an agant, whoso nama aha ooiQ.d nSt raoall '' 





.1 .f II .i II ^ .imv\ 

lift * 1 . ' 


Tr^V 






^ ^ p X »■ T 





«!' *1 * 

f ^ 


24 i^v 




.WASHi: 




' : -\ 




\ ... 


' - tr.*' ^ ■'- i < 


«.' +£ .'. 




.■'. >; ■ '— . ■ ,',, ■■''. r ^ v .- v '^ ■'■ ■ ■• 


: i- u.^ ~i--* : • - V^kill ‘♦'''■'’*^ ’ '^ ' '■ Cj*' '" ■ '* •' 


, •<•1 


v * y 






^ ! ’ : 


. -f’r r - 




•■ (.■ 




■. r »»3- ■ ■: .>■* ■/- ■ : "i 


. i ,■ ■/ 


M 


*■ . <"• 


7.' 1 ■*■' 

• , 'V ' 

* rT '.-' ■ 

- ■ ■ 

■'v 


r ' • -- "^ r . . ., 


r . 


/ - . ■. .» 


V '/ 


. 7 "' • 


f v-': 




> . - 


* *' 


“' - T - ’ 


. J 


- *■ .: ■ . •■< 

“•» j 























. -*^.x; :i - z-^ ^ *4 . 1 « 



Bon* Jbfteph A« ItajXi 


«•*-:■: ‘ S#pt««b«r 14, 1930 

-.*^.*« i-'fc,-- »■. — M- 

- . 4 :* TT 




*■ k 4 « 9 


.. - •-— ■ , i 

-« * .“ 


* .. ^ T' ■ 

^ w » ^ “W ■- '■ 


>ear Sir: * *^ ,. ,*^ ~ ' 

- .•- . . .' ■; •■^.- ■- .' 

In conn«et 
ly this Bureau, it i 
sail, including epee 
^olloalnfi for a oeri 




'^Y'* t;* ^ ^ 1 


i ’ m - •* * 

•’ ' ^ 1 .- a . ^ ^ 


■;'' 7 * 'A* f.Vi'.'^’.--' 

:' i-- - ■■’■'•’ '-i ■’ v ^ ^ - - * - 

r? 5 tr a; ■.?•*■ Vw V* ^ 

•’.;■>? *^*A- - . ■. 

^ ^ ^ -A— ^ 

^ ^ / i'. Tour cooperat: 


Gpaclal As^t in Charga 


kr* TT 

u 

- ♦ a. sT 1 




f*'-* 

^'>a 

Ay 


1 


R(fi:Il) 




















e 




w: V=»’ 


, — iL r . - r .-?SC J,t *' M 


■^.<*^*-Ttr • 

■ ■ . • \* '^ 


' : : . V 'V' 


T. .»'‘S. ■’* 


'..'v*“::?S^:./^''*- ■* ;■ 




^ ^ ^ -I - nTi d ifc • - — ^ ^ V 

' < - ' ^ rr-r':.-i ,'^- ' - - i" ->.»■'■"• 

, , , _ _ _ ' ..*'■'1, ** *"' *"'* ~“^- 7S■-■C'»^*'^ ■^-"1 'j ■ 

, 'f . - 1 - - j 

m r . - ^ --r V ' 


vy*- V A 
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Septeiaber 19, 195C M. 
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SEt OSCAN J. YAOO 
ESPrONArJE - S 


On Sept^uber 19,. -.1950 OSCAH J. YAJ'-C, who was under surveillance 
by the writer was observed depositing letters In a letterbox on the Northwest .- 
-co mer of 4Pth Street and Vadiao n Avenue, New YoA City. Through the courtesy 
of Orand Central Station Post Office, New . 

YoriclT^Wo^iork^the sealed envelopes were nade available to the writer, 

All of these letters contained a printed return address on the flap of the 
envelope printed in blue ink as follows i " 


■Oscar J. Vago, p.S, 

6607 Ninty-ninth Street , 

*lego Park, L.I. N.Y," 

These letters were all addressed by typewriter as follows i 
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Flexlcore Co., Inc. 
Dayton 1, Ohio 






«2» United States Gypsun Co. . . 
300 West Amsterdan Street, 
Chicago 6, 111. 
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Detroit Steel Products Co. 
2250 East Grand Boulevard .. 
Detroit 11, IHeh. 

Cemenstone Corp. 

Neville leland, — v. . T; 
Pittsburgh 25, Pa. 

<• > •- 

Phillip Carey Hfg Co - 
Dockland Cincinnati 15, Ohio 


Great Lakes Steel Corp 
Stran-steel rivision, Psnobskot B 
Detroit 26, :; 
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Porete Iffg. Co. 

North Arlington, N.J. 


Crone Co. 

836 So. MLchlgen Avenue, 
Chicago, III, 


Trucon Laboratorlea 
Cement Tile Division 
Detroit 11, Mioh. 
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American Inatituto of Steel Construction, 

101 Parte Avenue 

New Tork 17, New York 


CecD Steel Products Corporation, 
5701 West 26 th Street, 

Chicago 50, 111. 


Air Reduction Companj’ 
60 East A2nd Street, 
New York 17, New York 


Flochart Foundry Cospai^, - 

94 Polk Street, 


Newark 1, New Jersey 


BKckcrete Assolatinn 
4669 So. Division Avenite, 
Grand Rapids 8, lfi.ch. 


Davidson Brick Company 
4701 Floral Drive,' 

Los Angeles 22, Cal. 
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COLLECTOB OF CUSTC^ 
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SUBJECT: 05CAB JOHN VACO, with alias Osakar Vago 


The Federal Bureau of Investigation, 0. S. Department of Justice, is 
interested in OSCAR JOHK VACO, *a. as above, a United States citizen, vho may 
attempt to leave the United States with his wife and children. VAGO is de- 
scribed as follows: - t 


■ ■•y r*. 


Born: February 27, 1898 

Place of Birth; Budapest, Hungary „ ^... 

Present Residence: 6607 99th Street, Hego "Park, . 

Long Island, Hew York .. . . 

Race: White • 

Height: 5' 7" ' ■. ’ . .. 

Weight: 165 pounds 

Hair: Brown ■ 

, Eyes: Brown 

Build: Medium to heavy 

_ . Naturalized: 1939 . 

Wife: CLAIRE VAGO nee WEI5MAN, bom 1907, .1.', ' .. . ' 

Budapest, Hungary; naturalized 1931. _ 

Children: JOHN, age 12; SUSAN, age 4 

: In the event this individual attempts to leave a port In your distr^ .. 
it would be appreciated if you will notify by telephone, collect if nocessarj* : - 
the nearest office of the Federal Bureau of Investigation and at the same tir-.^ 
notify that office that the New York Division of the Federal Bureau of Investi- 
gation is particularly interested in VAGO. , - 

VAGO should not be unduly detained or otherwise made aware that the 
Federal Bureau of Investigation is interested in him. 
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GUY HOTTEL ' -• ' 

Special Agent in Charge 
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Septeab-r 22^ 1950 
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Xr. Zdwrrd X. Braune, A^ent 
Sew York Telephone Company 
140 Seat Street 
Sew York 7| Sew York t 
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Dear Sr. Bravne: 
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T-Ta.ir. 


In oonneetioo with an official Inreatl/^^tlon being conducted by 
this office It la requested that Information be furnished concerning toll 
calls charged to ILLINOIS 9‘~6584 during the last Six nonthe. 

This number is reported to be listed to OSCAR JOHN VACO^ 66*07 99th Street^ 
Forest Bllls^ Long Island^ New York. 


' V. 


Your coopexT.iion in this Better will be greatly appreciated. 
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Tery truly yours, 

X AcXfttM 

Srr**ASD SCK2IXT. 

Special Agent in Charge . 
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IiunlpTatlon und Naturallcatlon Sorvloo 
70 Columbus Avonuo ; 

How Tork 23, Wow Tork . -* ^ 
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‘"Cozlcar Vago''' * ' '' ’ 


^ < y < 


*• •* j - 


- *‘'». 


>*"• r-^*”'- ■' ' -■ VC .’■,' . •' ';«> ■'.,1 ^r.V- '-w’’ OA- v^ Av ^ -* -"‘. .*■' V;V X-:--.'- -r‘*’i 

'*' :v^ 'Dear sin ’- rv.'V ■.,'''^'XV^ ' "' ; •' '■'" ’■*'• --. - .X '^- - 

'-»t' ’ • */“ . ■*■.-•<<*• y* W-'-iA •«• A V’^'^ » .“ .p ' 


* 


ruA' ■•■ 


In cotnoction with an orflclal invostl^atlon in this offiea 
it Is requested that you make available for photostatting your files - 
9'^43-9^9 and 2270-310521A pertaining to the above captioned individual. 


In reply please. refer. to our JUlo 100-55242. ^ 
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DATE: SBptOTbar 26, .195 

« 

AIR MAIL - SPBCIAL DELITLIO 
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Ra Raw Tork tOlatTpe Sapteabar 22, 1950, and 'St* Louis talatjpa 
Saptanbar 26, 1950* 


.«• ' Enclosad harewith ara two sats of pbotostatic coplas of fona 

,>v .' - oontainad in sub fact's An^ ciTllian personnal fila at BACAS* 
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file, MEIf icra - OATH: September 27, 

SAC, MEWARK 

OSCAR JOHN VAQO, SaS. 

ESI-IONAGB - It > - ._ ^ ^ 
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iLeurtel September 21, 1950 in which you request certain inTonnatlon ' 
toe obtained from the Flochart Foundry Company end the Porete Manufacturing 
Company, both Mew Jersey. Reference Is also made to mytel to New fork dated 
July 22, 1950 in which It was advised of Newark's initial contacts with the 
representatives of the above two firms. . , ^ 


ROBERT liOCRE, President of the Flodiart Foundry Company, Molk 
Street, Newark, Mew Jersey, was able to recall that on about the 20th of 
October be received a letter from one OSCAR JOHN VAGO of Long Island City, , 
New Tork. He stated that he no longer had this letter but that hie recol- 
lection Was thatit was a one centence request for company catalogues which 
are generally furnished to those people requesting them. tlXEE advised be r ' 
maintains a close record of all outgoing, as well as incoming correspondence, 
and that a check of these records failed to reflect any previous correspondence 
from or wi^ VAGO. 


UCX)R£ stated that ss is his practice in regard to such requests 
he forwarded to VAGO three catalogues dealing with Flochart designs on 
construction castings. UOORE stated that none of the infoxmation contained 
in these files was of a classified nature and that it was his belief that 
VACO'S request for these catalogues was prompted by Flochart Company advertise 
ments in such publications as "Sweets file— architectural catalogue service" 
which advertisements are designed to solicit such inquiries. 


ERNEST WALTER, President of the porete Conpai^, advised that his 
firm also advertises in such publications as "Sweets file". He stated that ii;i 
response to one of their advertisements they received a letter from VACO on VW. </ 
September Id in which he requesteo the company's general catalogue. WALTER . . 

advised that in response to this letter the corapany's catalogue on "Pre-Case 
and Poured in the Field Light-weight Concrete Products" was mailed to VAGO. 

At the time this catalogue was mailed to VAGO, the conqpany invited him to -r 
request infoncation regarding their patented "Alpha Composite Construction 
Process" 4F such information would be of use to him. 


Accordingly, on September 23, 1950 a second letter was received 
from VAGO in which he requested information regarding the Alpha Process.' V 




— ^ to . 


' ^ - WALTER explained that the Alpha Process is one on which the Porete s 

Cozopany has patent rights* He stated that Alpha process is used In the 
manufacture of buildings and bridges where .both, steel beams and concrete are 
used. This process .which makes use of poured'ooncl^t^' as.an ai^ng support 
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Letter to SiC Kew York 
VK 65-U2U 


. . .> 

Septeaber 27> 1950 






•teel beaas ijistead of aerely e flooring eurfece through the uee of aetel 
apirels which connect the concrete to the .supporting steel beams^is said 
to result in more stable construction with a iiO per cent decrease in the 
ose of steel* 

■ Neither of the abone two contacts was able to fbrnieh aLn 7 addi- 
tional information regarding TAGO. . / , 

Inasouch as there appears to be noother leads to be covered in 
this area regarding this matter^ this is being RUC'd. . _ 
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lev Tork, I. X. 

9 / 28/50 


MEMO 


Be: OSCAR JOEB VAGO 
ESP. B , * - 
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8AAG T. J. Donegan called ae today, at vbicb tlae X advised hta 
ve contemplated making arrest of VAGO iomedlately ui>on the issuance of 
the warrant. Be said they originally considered the issuance of a com- 
plaint and a coinmissioner'a warrant, but that some question had arisen 
as to vhetber 8A Kane should sign the con^lalnt. I explained to Mr. Done< 
gan that ve contes^lated making arrest immediately upon the issuance of 
the warrant. Be asked vbether it vould be an advantage to isstie a com- 
missioner's complaint and I told him that that vas a matter entirely ij(p 
to hicself and the United States Attorney's Office. Be then stated that 
they vould issue a bench warrant for VAGO and that he vould be arraigned 
befor a Judge. I pointed out to Mr. Donegan that ve were not making any 
recommendation as to the procedure to be followed with regard to the is- 
suance of the warrant. 
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«ev York, 1.1. 
9/28/50 
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Be: OSCAR JOEH VAOO 
ESPIOSAGB - B 
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X celled Inspector Carl Bennricb, Bureau, 11:15 A.M. today and 
advised him that a sealed indictment bad been retiu'ned on OSCAR JOHN VAOO 
suid that a bench warrant bad been issued today charging that on 9/20/50, 
OSCAR J0E[N VAOO unlawfully consziitted Perjury before Federal Grand Jury, 
SONY, In violation of Title 18, Section 1^1, D. 8. Code. Bench Warrant 
signed by Judge John C. Knox, Issued by USA Irving E. Saypol. I also diC" 
tated the indictment, vbicb Is set forth, as follows: 




IN THE DISraiCT COURT OP THE UNITEH) STA1ES 
FOR THE SOUTHERN BISIRICT OF NEW YORK 


UNITED STATES OP AMERICA 

-V- 

OSCAR JOHN VACO ' ' 


; C 


V* « 


The Grand Jxnry charges: 


^v. 


. 1. On or about Sept. 20, 1950, at the Southern District of New York 
and within the Jurisdiction of this Court, OSCAR JOHN VAGO, the defendant ' 
herein, having duly taken an oath before a competent tribunal, to wit, the 
Grand Jurors of the United States cf America, duly impaneled and sworn In the 
United States District Court for the Southern District of New York, and in- 
quiring for that Diatriet, In a case then suid there pending before said Gran:* 
Jiirors in which a law of the United States authorizes on oath to be admlnis- 
tered, that be would testify truly, did unlawfully, knowingly, and wilfully, 
and contreury to said oath, state material matter which he did not bellve to 
be true, that is to say: , 
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2. Tliat, at the tine and place aforesaid, the said Grand Jurors^ 
Inquiring as aforesaid, vere conducting an investigation entitled United 
States ▼. John Doe, pertaining to possible violation of espionage lavs or 
the United States and any other Federal crlalnal statutes, and it vas 
aaterlal to said Inquiry to ascertain the period of time the defendant 
bad been In the United States , and the identity of all persons vfao accon« 
panled him vhen be departed from, or arrived in the United States, and the 
identity of all persons with vhom he associated vhile in the United States 
or elsevhere. 


3* lhat, at the time andplace aforesaid the defendant, OSCAR 
JOHN VAGO, duly appearing as a vitness before the said Grand Jurors, and 

then and there being under oath as aforesaid, testified falsely before 

said Grand Jinrors with respect to the aforesaid material matter as follovs: 


%. Have you siade any trips outside of the United States 
since you artived beret A. Yes. I made one trip to 
visit my family. 

"Q. In Hungary? A. Yes. 


**Q. Vbat date? A. X returned to this country in January^ 1933* 
0. And you returned in *33^ A*. Yes. - 


Q« You vere away approximately four years? A. Something like that. 


Q. Did your wife go vith you? A. lo, she came later* 


4 a-f-. 




Q. When you vent back to Hungary your wife did not accompany 
you, is that rl£^t? A. Ho, she did not. 






« '*0 


Q. So that you vere In Hungary from *29 to *32 alone, is that 
right? A. Yes. ■ “ 

Q. When you vent to Hungary ><• and Z think you said it vas ^29 •• 
A. Yes, *29." 
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That the aforesaid testimony of the defendant » as be then and there, 
veil luiev and believed, vas untrue in that the defendant vas in the United 
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States during the period of time from 19^5 until on or about December X» 19^^^ 
and his vife aecosipanied him when be went to Hungary in 1932. (Title l8, Sec> 
tion 1621, United States Code.)" 




I explained to Mr. Eennrieh that upon bis arrest the Bureau would - 
be inmedlately notified; that we contenplated bringing him into the office, 
photographing and fingerprinting him, conducting an loterviev, and atteuptlng 
to obtain e waiver of search for his residence. I advised the Bureau would 
be kept inforined of all developments. 
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inspector Hcnnrlch or the Bureau called at 5:l5 P»l!, on 9/27/50 with 
regard to the proposed indlct’nent of VAGu and desired to know specifically 
tdiat the counts would be in regard to this natter* 1 told hin that wc had 
"been confidential^ advised that VAOOJod tcstifie_d on 9/20/50 before the "' 

^ira:«l Jury lhat Jie left the ^.S.’^n' . ? 
xjntil .101) be alec' testifieji^that hi;.- ♦.ij‘^.,dixx aotactoi^ia.'iv JSu 
tri|^\^ Joined in 1932* » ^ ' 

Cti 9/21 /So VAGu had gone before the Grand Jury and statdd PTSa' reS^Tv^ 
*^'lhe U*S* frjm 1929 to Deceo^r 1932,. and J\\rthcr.phder, jjpe-stioning VAX ’;" , 
^ad st.-ited he •lad left the U.^T^ln Beceu^.er 1532 a;id had rct'irnod on January-’ • 
’1933« ~l>:-irinc this trip he \~is acconj' ^nied by his wife* ' He admitted ' 

perjury before the Grand Jury and we feel that this Tins probably based on 
the fact that on the night of 9/26/50 we Intervieivcd individuals of the 
VJiite Construction Corpany, Kew York City, wlxj had disclosed tliat VAX 
had worked there continually/ fro:a October 29, 192 B to Decembar 3, 1?32, 
and during this period he had received coiipensation from the T«hite Ccnstructl:’ 
Co*, and, ibrther, that this information had been furnished to SAAG Donegan 
who utilized it in his questioning of VAX before the Grand Jury* 

I explained to l!r* Hennrlch that it was the opinion of Jlr* DWiCgan 
that this was a material fact and that it was conteni|)lated VAX would be 
indicted sometime on 9/28/50 and a bench warrant issued. I explained to T'x* 
Hennrich that !!r, Donegan had requested tiio FBI to malcc the- apprehension^ 
and that the details v/ould be sent to the Bureau on 9/21/SO setting forth 
the above information and that wc r/ore not recomending a press release but 
only confirmation of tlie arrest* - • - . 

V m ^ t * X. •. 4 i- > » ■- -S'- 

At 10:15 A.W. on 9/28/50 T called l!r. Belj-wnt of the Bureau and advised 
■him tro were contenplating the issuance of a sealed ir.dictioent in order to 
preclude any prenature disclosure prior to the arrest and tliat the 'question 
had arisen whether or not we should hold off roaldng tho arrest until VAOO . 
returned to his residence tliat night, ITr* Belmont brought up the point 
that the search Incidental to the arrest on the perjury indictment was 
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restrictive and It laight 'be a better procediire to make the arrest irrtediat?!!^';!^ 
and interviovr VAOu and obtain a viaivor of search for his residence* I told 
rrl Mr, Belmont that ire iiDUld attempt to obtain a waiver of search In any event ' 

* I also said we would discuss with It*. Done^an the advisability of waking 

.t the arrest and that any search incidental to the arrest would be wade prior 

• to any other action taken* • ■ • — 

L 

i* ' Kr, Belmont said he would let me know on the morning of 9/29/50 ~ 

regarding the questions we should answer in regard to this oase* 



ROBERT R. GRAKVTLLS 
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Be: OSCAR JOES VAOO • < > 
ESP. B. 



Ibday, pursviant to Isetructione of ASAC V. M. Vhelao; Col. Mayerj 
of M.I.D., was given the details concerning VAGO's enploynent with the '• 
Bar Depvtment. .-, . 
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I called Mr. Maguire, Bureau, i»:10 P.M., today and advised "TV 
.bin that, unless the Bureau Instructed to the contrary, ve vould - 
furnish to the press copies of the photograph of VAGO. During this 
conversation, Mr. Maguire stated it vould he satisfactory for us to . . 
answer -press inquiries and fill in on the background of VACO such as ' 

place of birth, address, aarriage, etc. 
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I **y[)Gartan birth, stated that she Krecalls there «as . 
Corlssar in tte Corcuiist Eoverii ent of Bela ISin In HuiiCTry i lOig) ~ -. 

Vago ♦(ilhelo .SJje bblieved that 11^1^19 triis ' * • " 

ti«.iUes . She x^er san hla tat recalls ^ -•• 

sub>ft'olS^la^.^’ “* •“ I't'ccsssa Jy the reseohlenee to the ,,-;-;- 

^ ^ ^ * responsible - '-.Vv-r; 

position In the horthy goverirent should be able to tell fpm 

of Oscar Vago ^ther or not he Is Identical iith^^^..’Sj£li ^ 

“ intend^/ with Oscar Jaszl fomS^ly SSteJ ^ 4~^' ; 

^ cwemient w^iich preceded the Km reglae^.^iTlS ". * 

Uads believes , Is nov7 professor at Oberlln College, Oberlln, J r^ 
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tlj.' .‘ ., • BBt OSCAR JOHN TAQOj also known as« . . . •:. — 

"^v*; ' ■ .INTERNAL SBCURin - a 4 B 

-i- %•. ' * - , • -S -■ % ' 'S 't - '• V - - A :- 

.,V'. -J ■'* ' • ‘ ‘ ^ > - . - , - A.-.-' - ^ 

.r . . • 

3£f^'T^:’ ' ' This is to oonflna a telephone request nade on: 

X" September 26, 1950, to Bias Grace Selna ot yoxx office, reqvastlng 

~:^\ * *^0? ^ placed on Vago In order that this office may be sd^l6ed 

.ri' *':' In ti<e event that he departs A'om the United States. 


■ ^ I A ^ 

.Vi‘ 


t ~V -■ -Vago, a naturalized United States citizen, vas1»orn, ■ 

on February 27, 1898 at Budapest, Hungary, and presently resides at .j,. 
^ • ^b-O? 93 Street, Forest BlUa, New. loilc, - .M- o'. * ; >/ - - 

'•-%,• * r . . , * ' ,’ • a. '► . . ^ »■ V . * ;*' / ^ - ' ■ '»^''. ' • . * * > .- ' . 

■ ^ ' "•'■ Tt Is request^, "ortLy/t^t 'this' Office be advispd , 

. Of Tago's departure and not that Jie be detained* 

T/r r- 

reply* please refer to our File #100>55242. 
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Very truly yours, - 

d (Vv 
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Speeisl Agent in' Charge 
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Mr* J* J* McGulra of the Bureau called with reference 
to the arrest by FBI Agents on 9-29-50 of Subject who had been™ * 
indicted by the grand J\iry for perjury in the Abraham Brothman 
ease* He said that apparently he and Mr* Balmont had issued 
wrong instructions to the New York Office In connection with " ' 
this arrest •• that they had told us to just answer press ln«* 
quiries confirming the arrest and refer everything else to the 
TJ*S* Attorney; that as a result US Attorney Saypol had every- 
thing to say; that the newspapers quote him at length* Mr* 
McGuire said that the Director was very displeased about this* 
commenting: "How come all the publicity by Saypol* Vhy didn't 
we get the Jun^ on this* Where is the New ^ork Office release* 
Just what is it . that we were not in a positloi -to say that Say- 
pol could say*" 

Mr* McGuire said traditionally he had always felt that .-v. 
on an indictment beforo a grand jury it was a matter that we 
did not make a release on* but that the Department or the US . 
Attorney would have the story* and generally over the years 
it has been done this way* although there have been some cxcep- ' 
tiona and this should have been one* * 
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Mr* McGuire wondered whether wo had any agreement tqjT: . “ 
here* implicit or otherwise* not to say anything on these In- 
dictment oases* I advised there is no such agreement; that as 
a result of my recent discussion with Mr* Saypol on SS cases he 
told me it is his policy not to make releases until the time of 
the arraignment in Bitreau eases - that at the time we make the 
arrest it is our release; that no distinction was drawn between 
indictments and complaints; that I personally feel we have just 
as much right to make a release on a etory of cm arrest based 
an indictment as we have on an arrest based on 
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Mr, lieOulre •aid ho and Mr* Bolamt had pointed out 


they felt it improper for the FBI to make the release as ve oould - 
not discuss tfhat VAOu said before the grand Jury as it may be 
oontempt of eourtf that we oould not have called VAGU a spy • that ' 
Saypol did; that even if ve had put out a quick release before 
VAGO was arraigned just saying ve had arrested him* the press vou*, ' 
still have gone to Saypol and quoted him* 


■ I pointed out that in all the publicity I saw on this ‘ " 

y - Saypol was completely within the proper line; that he did not sav 

anything out of line* Mr* McGuire said Saypol did not go into de*' ' 
tails but he tied VAGO invith GOLD where as a matter of fact his 
association had been with BROTBMAN* . . . ■ 


.1 said that ^ese type of eases are in a special class; 
that in some instances the publicity emanated from the Attorney 
General and the Director* some from the Bureau and in one instance 
'^'0 the Bureau told me to make a release; that ve always inquire as 
to the Bureau's wishes; that it Is not the type of thing where 
ry- routinely we would be expected to make a release on; that we also 
have to consider whether a release would be bad for the ease at 
that time; that aaeh case of this type votid have to be considered 
on its own merits* 

, ■ ■■ ■ . -r 

I agreed that there was some merit to his point about 
this arrest being based on sealed indictment* but on the other ~ 
y' hand we had made the arrest and if the DS Attorney cotild release 
the story why couldn't ve have done it* I sald.l did not see . 
c how he oould prove the Bureau should not have made the release; ■ 

« that on the other hand I did not see how he oould prove ve shoulc 
have made the release; that I felt the less said the better; that* . 

/ however* in the future we should more carefully conslderthe matter 
of making a release in sltxiatlons similar to this* 
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Eolat froa Now York to Director d-tcd 3opteni>er 20, 19^, 
'■-'■''Sl cop 7 of »^ilch l5 enclosod to Atlwita, to«;ethfir witii a phol^rf^ 
of disject* 
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. It is r<i<iuaatcd t.hat tiio load 3ot foith in raroi^riceti letter 
to iiJJpltiy a pliotojra^'h of t'lo eebject to ALfESC-l. -V 8WCR Tor 
poaoiblr idontiriccition bo covci'O'J by ViC LiN'i -ion. 

It is noted that BLACK^is ^rosently incarcei-atcd at tie 
USP at Avls^nta, -Iccr^'ia* •r 
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SAC* Mlanvt 

SAC* Los Angeles 

OB CAR JOim VAGO, Tras. 
ISPIOIIAGE - R 



Rmjrlet dated 9/^6/50« 


13ie results or the intorvlom conduotod by this ofrice uith 
RAUL CIvOUCS being svibmittod Tor your inforniation. - * " 

^AVL CnouCII of Jtirvrii* Floridly tias intorvimved in Los An^oloe 
by SA n. rJA7Li:iS OYSP.TON on Ootobor 3* 1950. A photograph of tho 
siibjoct Ams oidiibitocl to CTJCUCiI t;xio advised he did not kncj tiio subject’s 
narae but feels that ho is qxilte sure that he had seen hiia in tho conpany 
of LOUIS GIBARTI and JACOB GOLDS in Uow York CHy betnoen 1934 and 1936 
on several occasians* CROUCH does not kncfv idietdier the subject van a 
QDober of the Corcainist Parly or t^othor tho occasioris he hod soon 
with GIBARTI and GOLDS vere in any vay connected vith tho affairs of 
the Corunmniat Party. CROUCH furt^ior did not recall t]ie particular datns, 
tines, or places when he had scon tlib subject in Rera York City. CPC.. CH / 
stated that although the subject’s appearance vas faniliar to bin froa 
the photograph that he would bo \znablo to stake positive Identification 
of tho subject. 


C1!JUC7{ idontified JACOB GOLDS as a nosiber of the Control 
Cosnission* CP USA* and a oorber of the Hungarian Bureau, CP USA. He 
vaa attached to the staff of Ujelone* a Hungarian newspaper. 
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Office JSAemoTauduw • united states governmen 
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DATE: 




/ SUBJECT: OSQA a JOH''.’ 'WGCl, v/a. 

fcor'XONAG'r; - H ■ 

(N. Y. file 100-55242) ) 


Hcurlet lo th^ Bureau dated denteinb.'^r rc to ' u'lna. » 

photograph of subje/it be exhibited to ’ C-^0Uf;4 - 

letter dated September 26, Angel e.s was requested to v—oiii;. 

^ inaamurh CK^ICH wj?s in that city^' 

A copy of un-o^les letter dated » ct ober l/o)} Getting fori-a , 

of interview with CftWCd in enclosed herewith, a.s it anpp.ars I-oc Anreler did ror 
5i€rd copy thereof to you* 
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